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knows the rest.  " I dinna need Mr Whitteret, nor ony siclike, to
instruct me in terms of law."
The lawyer began to quake for his client as the leddy proceeded:
" For ye ken that the deed of entail was first on Walter, the
second son; and, failing his heirs-male, then on George and his
heirs-male; and, failing them, then it went back to Charles the
eldest son, and to his heirs-male. If there's law in the land, his
only son ought to be an heir-male, afore Milrookit's wife, that's
but an only dochter."
She throws scorn at amicable arrangements, gives them a dose
of her "jawing tacks " j and, not only dispossesses the usurping
laird and restores the property to her grandson, but also sticks
to her ill-gotten thousand pounds, and sends the lawyers packing
with the threat of an action for conspiracy.
"What's the use of an amicable arrangement? Isna the law
the law ? Surely I didna come to a lawyer for sic dowf and dowie
proceedings as amicable arrangements; no, Mr Pitwinnoch, ye
see yourseP that I hae decernt on the rights o' the case, and
therefore (for I maun be short wi' you, for talking to me o*
amicable arrangements) ye may save your breath to cool your
porridge. My will and pleasure is, that Walkinshaw Milrookit
shall do to-morrow morning, in manner of law, then and there,
dispone and surrender unto the heir-male of the late Claud
Walkinshaw of Kittlestonheugh, in the shire o7 Lanark, and synod
of Glasgow and Ayr, all and sundry the houses and lands afore-
said, according to the provisions of an act made and passed in the
reign of our sovereign lord the king. Ye see, Mr Pitwinnoch,
that I'm no daw in barrow't feathers, to be picket and pooket in
the way I was by sic trash as the Milrookits."
And at her final word the lawyer, fearing for his reputation
more than for the threatened action, hastily retires.
" I can see as far through a millstane as ye can do through a
fir deal, and maybe I may tak* it in my head to raise a plea wi*
you in an action of damages for plotting and libelling in the way
that it's vera visible ye hae done, jointly and severally, in a plea
of the crown; and aiblins I'll no tak' less than a thousand pounds j
so, Mr Pitwinnoch, keep your neck out o' the woody o* a law-plea
wi' me, if ye can; for, in the way of business, I hae done wi' you;
and, as soon as Mr Whitteret comes hame, I'll see whether I